Putative site(s) and mechanism(s) of action of flupirtine, a novel analgesic compound.
The mechanisms of the antinociceptive action of flupirtine, a novel non-opioid analgesic, were investigated in animals. It was found that this effect could be abolished by pre-treatment with reserpine. Furthermore, it could be dose-dependently antagonized by yohimbine and changes in the EEG of the rat observed after administration of flupirtine were closely related to those obtained after giving clonidine. On these pharmacological results, it is likely that the antinociceptive activity of flupirtine is due to activation of descending noradrenergic pathways.